Peter Explains His Actions
W Ice-Breaker

What was the wrong crowd to hang out with when you were in school? Did you anyway?

‘i]’ Scripture Passage
Acts 11:1-18

1 1 The apostles and the brothers throughout Juelaal lihat the Gentiles also had received the wbrd o

God.2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumbiskelvers criticized hireand said, "You went into
the house of uncircumcised men and ate with them."

4Peter began and explained everything to them plgcis it had happeneglt was in the city of Joppa
praying, and in a trance | saw a vision. | saw dbing like a large sheet being let down from heaweiits
four corners, and it came down to where | wideoked into it and saw four-footed animals of geth, wild
beasts, reptiles, and birds of the &ihen | heard a voice telling me, "Get up, Petelt.dfd eat.’

g'l replied, "Surely not, Lord! Nothing impure oralaan has ever entered my mouth.'

9"The voice spoke from heaven a second time, ‘Daalbtainything impure that God has made cleafhis
happened three times, and then it was all pulletb Uygaven again.

11"Right then three men who had been sent to me €assarea stopped at the house where | was staying.
The Spirit told me to have no hesitation about gauith them. These six brothers also went with amel we
entered the man's housge told us how he had seen an angel appear irohsehand say, "Send to Joppa
for Simon who is called PetarHe will bring you a message through which you alhgiaur household will

be saved.’

15'As | began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on tlasnie had come on us at the beginnigidhen |
remembered what the Lord had said: "John baptiztd water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spir
17So if God gave them the same gift as he gave us bgheved in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was hiok
that | could oppose God?"

18When they heard this, they had no further objesti@md praised God, saying, "So then, God has grante
even the Gentiles repentance unto life."

a[16] Orin
L] Bible Study
1. Why did Luke take the time and space to record the events of 10:9-46 all over again?

2. Of what importance is the gift of the Holy Spirit in Peter's argument? Why would this have such a
strong effect on the Jerusalem believers? Why is this gift misunderstood (see vv. 5-8)?

3. Why do you think God chose Peter to be the first to go to the Gentiles? Would any other disciple
have been as successful in both Caesarea and Jerusalem? Why or why not?

4. How do you explain the change in attitudes from verse 2 to verse 18?7 How does this story relate
to 1:8?



{f Reference Notes

11:2the circumcised believers. Since at this point all the believers (except Cornelius and his
household) were circumcised, Luke may be using a term popular at the time of his writing to
describe those Jews who still insisted that Gentiles must first become Jews before they could be
Christians.

11:14 While not stated earlier, this shows why Cornelius was so eager to have Peter come: he had
the message of how one might be delivered from sin and guilt to be in a right relationship with God.

11:17 The gift of the Spirit is the indisputable mark of the Christian. Peter highlights that the Spirit is
given to all (Jew or Gentile) who believe in the Lord Jesus (see also Galatians 3:2).

11:18 While the Jerusalem church saw in principle that Gentiles were to be included in the church,
tradition and prejudice prevented it from acting on that truth to any extent (see Acts 15). Instead, it
was the church at Antioch, to which Luke now turns his attention, that spearheaded the missionary
movement.

QP Caring Time

1. How can the principle of God bestowing his Spirit on non-Jews affect the way you treat
unacceptable people you meet?

2. How have you been criticized for breaking religious traditions? What did you feel was at stake?

3. The lesson of 10:34-35 and 11:18 was not easily learned, even by Peter (see Galatians 2:11-14).
What might have happened if the early church ignored this principle?
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